MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 19th OF OCTOBER 2026.

Minutes of the 450th meeting of the Parish Council, held on Monday 21st September 2026. 
In All Saints Church Hall 

MEMBERS (p = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		p	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	p	Mr. Bernard Bennett	p		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins		Mrs. Lynn Wylde	p	Ms. Anne Cullen	p
Mrs. Patricia Banks	p	Mr. Richard Baker	p	Mr. Nick Haining	p
Mr. David Royle	p	Mr. Gary Fox		
			
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter, District Cllr Hawkins
Roz Waters (Advertiser & Times) 3 members of the public

Parish Council Chair Bernie Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Fox and Hopkins. District Cllr’s Reid and Ward.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. Keith Metcalf for item 6.

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th JULY 2026:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.
[bookmark: _Hlk198628707]
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th of July 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
      
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORTS FOR JULY & AUGUST 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Reports for the above periods and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Baker proposed the expenditure reports be approved; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report are accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Reports for July and August 2026 are a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.

       b)	INCOME REPORTS FOR JULY & AUGUST 2026:
The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above periods.
Cllr Baker proposed the income reports be approved; Cllr Haining seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644]Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Reports are accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Reports for July and August 2026 are a true record of income and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
        c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENTS FOR JULY & AUGUST 2026:
            The bank statements for July & August were circulated to members. 

        d) PARISH COUNCIL’S ANNUAL INSURANCE POLICY:
  	Prior to the meeting the Clerk had forwarded details of the council’s annual insurance schedule. He also
reported that Cllr Royle and the Clerk had met with a representative of Gallagher’s to review the policy in
detail.
Cllr Royle reported that a valuation of the pavilion at Barnes Lane had been commissioned and when the
extension to the Bowls Club had been completed an up-to-date valuation of the building would also be required.
Cllr Royle proposed accepting the annual insurance policy and premium; Cllr Haining seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Councils annual insurance policy would be renewed with Hiscox’s via Galagher Insurance Brokers at an annual cost of £3,773.39.   
      
6. PROPOSALS FROM THE MCV ON THE MANAGEMENT OF STUDLAND COMMON:
Mr. Keith Metcalf introduced himself as representing the Milford Conservation Volunteers (MCV), Wings and the New Forest Butterfly Transect Recorders.
Prior to the meeting Mr. Metcalf had forwarded a report on the success of the Transect on Studland Common and Meadow.
He also suggested that further land management needed to be considered for Studland Common and Meadow with the re-introduction of grazing cattle, annual hay cuts, side and ground flailing and that more robust stock fencing be erected.
The Clerk reported that Mr. David Horne, Chair of the MCV, had been advising each year on what areas of Studland needed flailing and that this had been undertaken. The Clerk also suggested that it was difficult to obtain a grazier due to the distance needed to travel if cattle escaped.
Cllr Pepper suggested contacting the New Forest Show Office and enquire if there was a grazier more locally.
Cllr Haining suggested that the public and especially dog walkers were concerned about cattle grazing where the public walked.

Cllr Bennet suggested that the report by the MCV should be considered in more detail at the next Amenities Committee Meeting.

7. ITEMS OUTSTANDING ON THE TASK LIST:
             Cllr Bennett reported on the current situation with outstanding tasks.
Cllr Pepper reported that the water watch group had expanded due to extra funds being received.
Cllr Wylde reported that the design code was nearly complete and the deadline for submission was the end of 
the year.
Cllr Cullen and Cllr Bennett were still drafting documentation of Councillor Induction Forms and an 
Emergency Plan respectively. 

8. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS THAT HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS:
Cllr Wylde reported that she had attended the coastal briefing on the 16th of September by NFDC. She reported that a further 9 huts had been deemed to be in a dangerous situation and had their licences terminated, making a total of 200 huts losses since 2014. The consultation on the Hurst to Lymington project was due to finish and there should be draft proposals published early in 2027. Further rock amour work for Milford is planned by the spring of 2027 and groyne maintenance is planned for 2027/8.
NFDC had received proposals to undertake controlled re-salination on land at Keyhaven but were doubtful about agreeing to this proposal.

Cllr Banks reported that she had attended the Keyhaven Forum as a resident, which had also discussed the re-salination of land at Keyhaven. The forum was in contact with the group Save Lymington and Keyhaven (SLAK) regarding the proposals for sea defenses. There had also been discussions on implementing a 20mph limit at Keyhaven.
Cllr Bennett suggested circulating the dates for the Keyhaven Forum if Councillors wished to attend future meetings.

Cllr Banks also reported that she had attended the consultative panel meeting that discusses wider forest issues.

The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting with other local Clerks and NFDC and that there was still much uncertainty regarding the government’s decision to place Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) on review. Also it is likely that next year’s elections to both the District and Parish will be for a four-year cycle and that the District Council is reviewing the services it provides and the assets it holds to ascertain whether these could still be passed to another authority.

The Clerk reported that the meeting had discussed the changes to the comments towns and parishes give to the District Council on planning applications and that further information and possible training could be provided.

9. DIGITAL AND DATA COMPLIANCE TRAINING:
	The Clerk reported that it is a requirement to offer Councillors training on Data Compliance and that HALC 
had specifically tailored a course due to this.
Cllr Cullen had circulated the list of all HALC courses.

It was RESOLVED that all Councillors had received notification on Digital and Data Compliance Training.

10. THE POTENTIAL NEED FOR OVERNIGHT CAMPERVAN PARKING:
Cllr Pepper reported that due to the newly imposed restrictions at Keyhaven, reports were being received that campervans were parking on small side streets throughout the village. She suggested that having no overnight parking for any vehicle at NFDC’s Keyhaven car park was unfortunate.

County Councillor Fran Carpenter reported that NFDC had stated that the car park surface at Keyhaven was unsuitable for large vehicles. She suggested writing to NFDC’s portfolio holder regarding specific places for campervans to park.

Cllr Bishop suggested any proposal to include campervan parking in the car parks along the coast road needed to be carefully thought out. Cllr. Cullen reported that NFDC had stated that it was difficult to manage legitimate overnight parking in their car parks.

Cllr Bennett suggested this item should be discussed at the next Amenities Committee meeting.

11. UPDATE ON WASTE BINS ON THE VILLAGE GREEN:
Cllr Wylde reported that there was a Tourism Meeting the following day and she wanted to be prepared for questions on the waste bins. She reported that two smaller bins had been placed on the Village Green. However bulky items were still being deposited in these causing them to overflow.

Cllr Wylde proposed replacing the three large bins behind the noticeboard with more accessible waste bins but with the same capacity. Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the three waste bins behind the noticeboard are replaced with bins that are more convenient for users.

12. POLICIES FOR THE USE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN:
Cllr Wylde reported that she had spoken to the organisers of “Magical Milford”, who were concerned about not being able to raise funds for the event from sponsorship if they were not allowed to place adverts on the Village Green.
Cllr Bennett suggested that small, limited sponsorship could be placed in designated areas during the event.

13. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that a school at Pennington was being converted into a special needs school. Also, Hampshire County Council were assessing the options following the government’s plans to review LGR and that mayoral elections might still take place next May.
Cllr Carpenter reported that HCC had set up a new website giving details of proposed road works which was called “One Network”.  

District Cllr Hawkins reported that district elections were planned for next May and that the District Council would be looking for cross party candidates. He also reported on the potential implications of the changes to planning regulations which would mean planning officers would be making the decisions on applications in most cases.



     14.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 6th July & 3rd August 2026 for adoption.
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting these minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 The next finance meeting is scheduled for 23rd November 2026. 
 
C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
 The next meeting is scheduled for 13th October 2026.   

D.  TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE:
[bookmark: _Hlk48728162]The next meeting is scheduled for 22nd September 2026. 

     15.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
None received. 
 
     16.   OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
The Clerk reported that a number of dangerous trees had been processed at Sharvells Copse. 
The Clerk was requested to obtain a cost for a soil/tree assessment for an area at the Community Meadow.

            The Chair of the meeting thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 7.55pm.



……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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