MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 21st OF SEPTEMBER 2026.

Minutes of the 449th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 20th July 2026. 
In the Village Hall, Park Road 

MEMBERS (p = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		p	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	p	Mr. Bernard Bennett	p		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins	p	Mrs. Lynn Wylde	p	Ms. Anne Cullen	p
Mrs. Patricia Banks	p	Mr. Richard Baker	P	Mr. Nick Haining	p
Mr. David Royle	P	Mr. Gary Fox		
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter, District Cllrs Hawkins and Ward
1 member of the public

Parish Council Chair Bernie Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllrs Bennett and Royle for item 8.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Fox. District Cllr Reid.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. Dan Mawer for item 6.

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15th JUNE 2026:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Banks seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.
[bookmark: _Hlk198628707]
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th of June 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
      
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR JUNE 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Cullen proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for June 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.

       b)	INCOME REPORT FOR JUNE 2026:
The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period.
Cllr Cullen proposed the income reports be approved; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644]Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for June 2026 was a true record of income and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
        c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENTS FOR JUNE 2026:
            The bank statements for June were circulated to members. 

        d) This item was discussed under a closed meeting
      
6. RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AT BARNES LANE RECREATION GROUND:
Prior to the meeting the Parish Council had received a proposal from the Youth Football Club requesting that
             Barnes Lane Recreation Ground becomes exclusive for youth football.
             Also prior to the meeting Cllr Haining had circulated his findings on the demand for cricket to remain available 
             at Barnes Lane.
           
Cllr Pepper reported that girl’s cricket had been using the facility for the last six years and might consider
returning in 2027 and that Milford School had expressed an interest should the facility become available.
       
	Cllr Haining suggested that it was reasonable to review the potential future for cricket if it was not currently 
being played. He suggested that if the artificial and grass wickets were lost it would be difficult to reverse this in the future without significant expenditure. He suggested that the cost to undertake work to improve the current cricket facilities would not be excessive.

Cllr Royle suggested that Barnes Lane Recreation Ground should be kept as a public open space without exclusivity.

Mr. Dan Mawer, Chair of the Youth Football Club, addressed the meeting and reported that if there were to be exclusive usage of Barnes Lane for football, then significant funds could be applied for from the F.A.

Cllr Bennett suggested that this information would have been useful prior to the meeting.

Cllr Haining proposed that joint football and cricket remain at Barnes Lane Rec until the end of the 2027 cricket season when a further review of the facility takes place. Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.
         
It was RESOLVED that Barnes Lane Recreation Ground remain available for both football and cricket and that the current cricket provision be improved for use. A further review of the facility be undertaken in the summer of 2027.   
      
7. ITEMS OUTSTANDING ON THE TASK LIST:
            Cllr Bennett reported on the current situation with outstanding tasks, most of which should be concluded soon. 

8. ADVERTISEMENT REQUEST BY MILFORD BOWLS CLUB: 
Cllr Pepper took the Chair for this item.
Prior to the meeting the bowls club had submitted a request to allow advertisement around the bowls green to enable funds to be raised towards the club house extension.

Cllr Wylde suggested that as other facilities owned by the Parish Council have advertising boards it would seem a contradiction not to allow the bowls club to advertise.
Cllr Hopkins suggested that advertising at the football club is internally facing and couldn’t be seen from the highway.
Cllr Baker suggested there was a precedent with allowing another facility to advertise.

Cllr Wylde proposed allowing advertising at the bowls club, but only internally facing adverts. Cllr Hopkins seconded this proposal.
Members voted five (5) in favour, two (2) against, one (1) abstention and two councillors were unable to vote due to declaring an interest.

It was RESOLVED that internal facing advertising be allowed at Milford Bowls Club and that this arrangement would be reviewed if significant complaints were received. 
      



9. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF THE HEDGE BEHIND THE ALLOTMENT PLOTS:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated details of the request from Pennyfarthing Homes (PFH) to take ownership of the hedge behind the allotment plots which should have been transferred into the ownership of the Parish Council at the same time as the allotments themselves.

Cllr Pepper proposed that the transfer of ownership be granted. Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Milford-on-Sea Parish Council take ownership of the hedge that runs behind the allotment plots from Pennyfarthing Homes, under the condition that all legal costs are paid for by Pennyfarthing Homes. 

10. VILLAGE GREEN WASTE PROVISION:
Cllr Wylde reported that concern had been raised at the Public meeting that the waste bins on the Village Green were too high for some people and children.
The Clerk reported that the salt bin was being used for items too large for the aperture of the new bins.

Cllr Wylde proposed placing two of the old-style bins on the Village Green that are lower and have a larger aperture. Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that two of the “topsy” style bins are placed on the Village Green to be used for individuals that are unable to reach the larger waste bins, subject to NFDC confirming that they can empty them daily and providing the cost for doing so. 

     10a. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS THAT HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS:
There were no reports received on external meetings.

       11. UPDATE ON CAPITAL PROJECTS AND CIL BIDS:
	The Clerk reported that:
1. NFDC had started to construct the plinths for the replacement of broken benches along the coastal path. The cost of this was slightly higher than originally estimated but negotiations had been successful in reducing this cost.
2. Both Clerks were going to start the CIL bid to replace the “blue” benches close to the Needles Eye Café.
3. The quotes for replacing the play equipment at both Carrington Lane and Hurst Road had been received and the CIL Bids will be submitted prior to the cutoff date.

12. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that yellow lines along Park Road would be painted soon. Also, Hampshire County Council were reviewing their process to make the application process easier for 20mph restrictions. 
She reported that the salt bin next to the Village Green had been emptied of general rubbish four times by Hampshire Highways.

District Cllr Ward reported that NFDC, along with other local authorities, are challenging the housing figures suggested from the Government that have contributed to the new Local Plan Review. She also reported that due to the introduction of LGR, NFDC were losing staff and finding it difficult to recruit replacements. 

District Cllr Hawkins reported that much of NFDC Councillor discussions were centered around LGR and mirrored the comments made by District Cllr Ward.

     13.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 6th June 2026 for adoption.
Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting these minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
The next finance meeting is scheduled for 23rd November 2026. 
 

C. AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next meeting is scheduled for 13th October 2026.   

D.  TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE:
[bookmark: _Hlk48728162]The next meeting is scheduled for 22nd September 2026. 

     14.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
The Clerk reported that repairs to the “Track Rider” at Hurst Road play park were due on the 4th August and another piece of equipment was also in need of repair. He would ascertain if it were possible to undertake both repairs at the same time.
 
     15.   OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
No items to discuss. 

            The Chair of the meeting thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 7.35pm.

The following item was discussed as a closed meeting under The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1.

        5d) RECOMMENDATION FROM THE STAFFING COMMITTEE TO ALLOCATE £703 TO 
UNDERTAKE A JOB EVALUATION FOR PARISH COUNCIL CLERKS:

Cllr Cullen proposed allocating the funds for the job evaluations, Cllr Royle seconded this proposal
Members voted unanimously in favour

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council pay £703 to conduct job evaluations for the two Parish Clerks   
      




……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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