MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 20th OF JULY 2026.

Minutes of the 448th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 15th June 2026. 
In the Village Hall, Park Road 

MEMBERS (p = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		p	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	p	Mr. Bernard Bennett			
Mrs. Christine Hopkins		Mrs. Lynn Wylde	p	Ms. Anne Cullen	p
Mrs. Patricia Banks	p	Mr. Richard Baker	P	Mr. Nick Haining	
Mr. David Royle	P	Mr. Gary Fox		
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter, District Cllrs Hawkins and Ward
3 members of the public

Parish Council Vice-Chair Sue Pepper welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Fox, Hopkins, Haining & Bennett. District Cllr Reid.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. John Blessing for Item 6d and Mr. Dan Mawer for item 7.

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18th MAY 2026:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.
[bookmark: _Hlk198628707]
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 of May 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
      
5. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 20th MAY 2026:
Cllr Wylde proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Public Meeting held on the 20th of May 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
      
With the agreement of members the Chair of the meeting bought forward item 6d.

       6d. GRANT APPLICATION FROM SOUTH CENTRAL AMBULANCE CHARITABLE TRUST (FIRST 
RESPONDERS:
	Mr. John Blessing introduced himself as one of three First Responders covering the Milford area and explained 
that volunteer expenses throughout the year were very high due to the number of calls received, which were mainly falls, but could be for any incident.
Cllr Pepper suggested that current funds held were quite high. Mr. Blessing reported that the annual income represented the national figure.


Cllr Royle reported that there was £4,500 available in the Community Support Fund. However, it was expected that further requests would be received during the current financial year.
Cllr Cullen asked if it were only Milford that the First Responders covered.
Mr. Blessing reported that they covered an area of approximately 10 kilometers   
	
Cllr Royle proposed awarding £1,200; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that £1,200 be awarded to the First Responders paid from the Community Support Fund. 
      
With the agreement of members the Chair of the meeting bought forward item 7.

        7.  REPORT AND REQUEST FROM MILFORD YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB:
Mr. Dan Mawer introduced himself as the Chair of Milford Youth Football Club. Prior to the meeting Dan had forwarded a report outlining some suggested improvements for Barnes Lane Recreation Ground to cater for an expanding Youth Football Club. He reported that last season there were 150 children registered with the club and this season it is expected this number will increase to 180.

To meet this requirement the club are suggesting removing the currently unused cricket square and artificial wicket.
To enable safer access and increase spaces in the car park, the club suggest moving the gate access from its current position to opposite the main entrance
To enable parents and the disabled to view the recreation ground the club suggest removing several bushes on the edge of the car park.

Cllr Pepper suggested that enquiries need to be made before a decision is granted to remove the cricket facilities and requested a map of how the new arrangement may look. Members agreed to this suggestion.
Cllr Royle reported that the artificial wicket could not be moved and had cost the council £10k seven years ago.

Members agreed unanimously that the access gate could be moved and hedges removed at the expense of the youth football club.

      6. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

      a)	EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR MAY 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Baker proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for May 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.

       b)	INCOME REPORT FOR MAY 2026:
The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period.
Cllr Baker proposed the income reports be approved; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644]Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for May 2026 was a true record of income and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
        c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENTS FOR MAY 2026:
May’s bank statements were circulated to members including the reconciled Sage figures. 

         d) Item previously discussed.

         e) ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR THE 2025/2026 INTERNAL AUDIT:
	Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the Governance Statement.
	Cllr Cullen proposed approving the Governance Statement; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal
	Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Governance Statement for 2025/26 was correct and that the Parish Council were adhering to all the requirements set out. The document was signed by the Chair of the meeting and the Parish Clerk.  
      
         f) ACCOUNTING STATEMENT FOR THE 2025/2026 INTERNAL AUDIT:
	Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the AGAR Accounting Statement.
	Cllr Baker proposed approving the Accounting Statement; Cllr Cullen seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Accounting Statement for 2025/26 was correct and was duly adopted and signed by the Chair of the meeting and the Responsible Financial Officer. 
      
         g) 2025/26 YEAR END ACCOUNTS:
	Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2026.
	Cllr Royle proposed approval for the 2025/26 Year End Accounts; Cllr Baker seconded this proposal.
	Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the 2025/26 Year End Accounts were a true record of financial transactions and were duly signed by the Chir of the Meeting, Chair of the Finance Sub-Committee and the Responsible Financial Officer   
      
        h) NO CONFLICT-OF-INTEREST CONFIRMATION WITH BDO LLP:
The Chair of the meeting and the Parish Clerk signed the form confirming that there is no conflict of interest between Milford-on-Sea Parish Council and BDO LLP (External Auditor).

         i) INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 2025/26:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the full report issued by the Internal Auditor.
Cllr Wylde proposed confirming receipt of the report; Cllr Cullen seconded the proposal
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the 2025/26 Internal Auditors report had been received by all members of the Parish Council.    
      
          j) RECOMMENDATION FROM THE FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE TO REPLACE UP TO TEN 
BROKEN BENCHES ALONG THE COASTAL PATH:
	Cllr Pepper reported that there were several broken benches along the coastal path that were beyond repair and 
that the Finance Sub-Committee were recommending these be replaced as soon as possible. The Clerk
confirmed that there were six that needed replacing, and two benches currently listed but were missing. One
additional bench had been agreed by NFDC to be added and this would be paid for by a new sponsor.
He suggested purchasing 10 benches, which would leave one in stock to cover for further breakages. 

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated some options for different benches.
Cllr Banks suggested that the option to replace benches with identical ones already along the coastal path was
the most cost-effective option.
The Clerk reported that he was awaiting a cost from NFDC to construct each plinth and the project would be well within the budget if the Parish Council chose to replace the benches with similar ones already along the path.

Cllr Cullen asked if the funds were going to be met from a CIL bid or from existing capital funds.
The Clerk suggested that due to the safety nature of this project, the benches needed replacing sooner than later 
and waiting for any CIL bid confirmation would potentially take many months with no guarantee of success. 

Cllr Banks proposed replacing the benches along the coastal path; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that ten benches be purchased of similar design to the benches currently along the coastal path. Six benches to replace broken ones, two to replenish the missing ones, one for a new sponsor (who will pay for this bench) and one to be kept in storage.    
      
       7. Item previously discussed.

        8. ITEMS OUTSTANDING ON THE TASK LIST:
            Cllr Pepper reported that there was only one item that remained outstanding on the task list which was setting up 
            Councillor surgeries. She suggested this should be given a four-month trial as soon as possible.
            Cllr Cullen suggested councillors meet to discuss this in more detail.

        9. SETTLEMENT CHARACTER ASSESSMENT (DESIGN CODE): 
            Cllr Pepper reported that the team had managed to complete the design code for the entire village and it was
	nearly ready for submission. She thanked Cllr Wylde for heading up the project and also thanked Cllrs Baker,
Haining and Banks for all their individual input along with herself.

       10. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS:
	Cllr Cullen reported that she had attended a meeting on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) and that all
authorities are working towards this transition due May 2028. She suggested that Towns and Parishes would 
look very different from this date and would need a good mix of Councillor skill sets to be confident in being 
able to provide services going forward.

The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting with NFDC that had also discussed LGR. He reported that a 
new shadow authority would be elected in May 2027 at the same time as town and parish elections, new Councillors would be elected for a five-year period.
 
	Cllr Wylde reported that she had attended the Hampshire Passenger Transport Forum. She reported that there 
 	was significant funding going into bus services over the next two years including bus stop improvements to 
include real time information, additional electric busses, better customer information and a community led
media campaign.
She suggested that the Parish Council could bid for additional bus stops in Milford.

Cllr Banks reported that she had attended the New Forest Consultative Panel Meeting, which also included a
discussion on the impacts of LGR.
She reported that Aubrey Farm in Keyhaven had been purchased by the resident farmers. The meeting had 
discussed the formation of Neighbourhood Committees in which town and parish councils might work closer 
together.
Cllr Banks reported that recent changes in planning regulations means that housing developments of 150 or 
more must be notified to the Secretary of State before refusing planning permission.
 
       11. RECOMMENDATION FROM THE FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE TO SUBMIT CIL BIDS:
	Cllr Pepper reported that the Finance Sub-Committee were recommending submitting CIL bids in the current 
round of NFDC release for the following items.
1. Replacements of all the benches near to the Needles Eye Café
2. New Bus Shelters (if the bid to HCC is unsuccessful)
3. Trim Trail replacement at Carrington Lane Play Park
4. The Climbing unit at Hurst Road Pay Park (Toddler Area)

Cllr Banks proposed applying for funding from the CIL allocation for all the items listed; Cllr Royle seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would submit CIL bids for the items listed.    
      
12. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that the flooding at the bus stop near to the school and the junction of Manor Road and George Road were both under investigation. Also, she had reported that the Zebra Crossing outside the Parish Office needed major repair. 
There were concerns of coach parking along Hurst Road which had been reported to Highways.
She reported that a number of parking tickets had been issued at Keyhaven (Salt Grass Lane and New Lane), mainly for parking on double yellow lines or outside parking bays.
Cllr Carpenter confirmed that Hampshire County Council had been given legal advice and were going to pursue a Judicial Review on the proposals for LGR.

District Cllr Ward reported that NFDC were considering what challenges could be made under the new Local Plan Review and the housing numbers proposed.
She reported that grant awards did not now come directly from Councillor allowances but from a central bank account.

District Cllr Hawkins reported that much of NFDC Councillor discussions were centering around LGR and suggested there was concern that under the proposed changes all planning application decisions would be made by officers and not referred to local authorities.

     13.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 5th May 2026 for adoption.
Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting these minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 To receive the minutes of the Finance Sub-Committee meeting from 8th June 2026. 
 The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chair of the Finance Sub-Committee.

C. AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next meeting is scheduled for 13th October 2026.   

D.  TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE:
[bookmark: _Hlk48728162]The next meeting is scheduled for 22nd September 2026. 

     14.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
The Clerk reported that a request from Milford Bowls Club to display advertising on its internal boards had been received.
Cllr Pepper asked why there was a need for advertising. Cllr Royle suggested this was to raise funds for the new extension.
Cllr Bishop proposed no internal or external advertising; this proposal was not seconded.
Cllr Wylde proposed further investigation into this subject and make a proposal at the July meeting; Cllr Banks seconded this proposal.
Members voted six (6) in favour and one (1) abstention.

It was RESOLVED to make a proposal at the July Parish Council meeting following further investigation.  
      
The Clerk reported that a request to place sheep in Baskets Field at Keyhaven to graze it had been received.
Cllr Banks proposed that this request should be agreed; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED to allow sheep to graze Baskets Field in Keyhaven.    
      
     16.   OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
The Chair of the meeting suggested a Chair of the Tourism & Traders Sub-Committee needed to be agreed
Cllr Banks proposed Cllr Wylde be elected as Chair to the sub-committee; Cllr Bishop seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Lynn Wylde is elected as Chair of the Tourism and Traders Sub-Committee.     
      

            The Chair of the meeting thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 7.45pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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