MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 15th OF JUNE 2026.

Minutes of the 447th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 18th May 2026. 
In the Village Hall, Park Road 

AGM

MEMBERS (p = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		p	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	p	Mr. Bernard Bennett	p		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins	p	Mrs. Lynn Wylde	p	Ms. Anne Cullen	p
Mrs. Patricia Banks	p	Mr. Richard Baker		Mr. Nick Haining	p
Mr. David Royle	P	Mr. Gary Fox		
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), Roz Water (Lymington Times)
4 members of the public

Parish Chair, Cllr Bernie Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR:
Cllr Wylde proposed Cllr Bennett remain as Chair to the Parish Council; Councillor Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Bernard Bennett is elected as Chair of the Parish Council. 
  
2. ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL VICE-CHAIR:
Cllr Hopkins proposed Cllr Pepper. Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Sue Pepper is elected as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council. 
  
3. ELECTION OF CHAIR TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Gary Fox, in his absence, had agreed to remain as Chair of the Planning Committee if nominated.
Cllr Hopkins proposed Cllr Gary Fox. Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Gary Fox is elected as Chair of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee. 
  
4. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Cllr Pepper proposed Cllr Royle. Cllr Banks seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr David Royle is elected as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee. 
  



5. ELECTION OF CHAIR TO THE FINANCE AND FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
Cllr Pepper proposed Cllr Royle; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr David Royle is elected as Chair of the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee. 
  
6. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR TO THE FINANCE AND FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
Cllr Wylde proposed Cllr Cullen; Cllr Haining seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Anne Cullen is elected as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council’s Finance and Forward Planning Committee. 
  
7. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

8. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Fox & Baker. District Cllr Hawkins and County Cllr Carpenter.

9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Jenny Whitley and Vicky Jenkins for Item 11d. Mr. Paul Brushwood for item 11e.

With the agreement of members, the Chair bought forward item 11d.

   11d.  GRANT APPLICATION FROM MAGICAL MILFORD:
	Jenny Whitley from the Charitable Trust Umbrella Group reported that the organisation was created in 2017 to 
enable smaller groups and charities to function without the arduous task of setting up individual charities. The 
Umbrella Group supports a number of different charities in the village and all individual charities have funds 
ringfenced.
Vicky Jenkins introduced herself and reported that she had taken up the role of coordinating Magical Milford 
quite late in the day. The event she suggested was for everyone in the village of all ages. She reported that 
sponsorship of the event from businesses, along with the grant from the Parish Council, enabled the event to take place.
Cllr Cullen suggested that consideration needed to be given to any advertising on the Village Green.

Cllr Royle proposed awarding the amount requested; Cllr Bishop seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Magical Milford be awarded £1,500 towards the Christmas event paid from the Community Support Fund. 
      
With the agreement of members, the Chair bought forward item 11e.

    11e.  GRANT APPLICATION FROM DRYDEN PLACE RESIDENTS:
	Mr. Brushwood introduced himself as a member of the residents’ association for Dryden Place and suggested 
that a defibrillator was needed to cover the entire estate known as the “Poets Estate”.
He referred to the fact that the association was currently holding a large sum of money, but this was earmarked
for work on an uneven section of tarmac which was causing water run-off to one particular property.

Cllr Cullen suggested that there was commitment to the upkeep of the unit.
Mr. Brushwood reported that he had spoken to the British Heart Foundation for advice on running costs and that 
the association would be funding the annual cost for any replacement parts, which was estimated to be between 
£130 – £150.
	Cllr Bennett suggested that awarding funds could set a precedent to other residents’ associations to which it 
would be hard to refuse funding.
Cllr Pepper suggested this could be a trial and to assess if and when any other associations applied for similar 
funding.



Cllr Pepper proposed awarding the requested amount; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted four (4) in favour and five (5) abstentions.

It was RESOLVED that £500 be awarded to Dryden Place Residents Association towards a defibrillator paid from the Community Support Fund. 
      
10. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th APRIL 2026:
Cllr Banks suggested that the second paragraph in section 10 was incorrect and requested these two lines be removed.
Cllr Royle suggested that the minutes were a true reflection of the meeting and what was reported.
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Bishop seconded this proposal.
Members voted seven (7) in favour. One (1) against and one (1) abstention.
[bookmark: _Hlk198628707]
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th April 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
      
	Cllr Banks left the meeting at approx. 7.15pm

11. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

      a)	EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR APRIL 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.

Cllr Hopkins proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Bishop seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for April 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

       b)	 INCOME REPORT FOR MARCH 2026:
 The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period.
 Cllr Hopkins proposed the income reports be approved; Cllr Bishop seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644] Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for April 2026 was a true record of income and was signed by the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
	The Clerk reported that a quote had been received to repair the Track Rider at Hurst Road Play Park. This had 
been discussed at the recent Amenities Sub-Committee meeting, who were recommending to the Full Council 
to proceed with the repairs.

Cllr Bishop proposed undertaking the repair; Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Track Rider at Hurst Road Play Park is repaired by the original contractor, paid from existing capital funds.

12. ITEMS OUTSTANDING ON THE TASK LIST:
Prior to the meeting the Chair had circulated the current task list. He reported that several items on the list were also on the agenda.
Cllr Cullen reported that Councillor Surgeries would be considered again later in the year.
The Clerk agreed to provide an update on New Councillor Induction Forms.





13. REPORTED POLLUTION OF THE DANE STREAM:
Cllr Pepper reported that since the source of the pollution had been identified, recent readings were lower.
She reported that the “Dane Stream Dippers” would be undertaking regular testing, usually the last week of the month, they would also like to attend a Parish Council meeting to update Councillors of the work they are doing.
Cllr Cullen suggested contacting Rachel Higgins at NFDC for a further update. 
Cllr Bennett suggested updating the website and possibly placing notices along the Dane Stream when further information is received. 
Cllr Pepper suggested it was important that the Parish Council is informed as soon as any information became available. 
  
14. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS: 
Councillors had not attended any external meeting since the April meeting. 

15. WHETHER THE PARISH COUNCIL WISHES TO CONTINUE TO PRODUCE A DESIGN CODE: Cllr Bennett reported that the basis of the design code was to assist and referred to, when future planning applications are received and would sit alongside the new local plan being drafted by NFDC.
Cllr Pepper thanked Cllr Banks for the work she had undertaken on the code so far.
Cllr Cullen suggested contacting NFDC to ascertain whether they would be willing to commit significant time to assist in the development of the design code.

It was agreed to review the situation once the Parish Council had heard back from NFDC.

16. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County and District Councillors were unable to attend the meeting and no reports had been received. 

     17.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 7th April 2026 for adoption.
Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting these minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 The next Finance meeting is scheduled for 8th June 2026. 

 Cllr Royle reminded members of the above meeting and encouraged as many to attend as possible.

C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
 Prior to the meeting the minutes of the Amenities Sub-Committee held on 12th May had been circulated.   

D.  TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE:
[bookmark: _Hlk48728162]The next meeting is scheduled for 22nd September 2026. It was noted that an earlier meeting could be arranged if required. 

The Clerk agreed to forward the response regarding parking at the junction of Pless Road and Whitby Road.

Cllr Bennett suggested it would be advantageous for a Chair of this Committee to be elected prior to the next Tourism meeting.

 











    15.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
The Clerk reported that Milford Pre School were looking to place information inside the Pleasure Grounds to highlight the current reports of pollution in the Dane Stream. 
Cllrs agreed to this request.

     16.   OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
Cllr Bennett summarised the current situation regarding allowing benches on the Village Green and that a policy had been agreed. This hadn’t detailed the implications of existing outlets that had benches on the green for several years, and different views on how to implement the agreed policy. The Parish Council, he suggested, needed to finalise this issue and instruct the Clerk on how to conclude the matter.

Cllr Wylde suggested that those that had applied for benches be granted up to two each and anyone that had not formally responded with a request would have to wait until 2027. 

Cllr Wylde proposed writing to those outlets that had requested benches on the Village Green, granting permission subject to the policy adopted; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal
Members voted seven (7) in favour and one (1) against.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council grant permission for benches on the Village Green to outlets that have formally responded with a request. Five (5) outlets are offered two (2) benches each and one (1) outlet offered one (1) bench.
Outlets that have not formally requested benches to be offered to re-apply in 2027. 
      


            The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 7.45pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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