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THESE MINUTES WILL BE ADOPTED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 18th of May 2026.

Minutes of the 6th meeting of the Amenities, Woodland, Coastal & Environment Sub-Committee held on
 Tuesday 12th May 2026 in the Parish Office 

MEMBERS
Mrs. Patricia Banks	   p		Mr. Bob Bishop		 p	Mr. Bernard Bennett	p	
Mrs. Christine Hopkins	   p		Mrs. Sue Pepper (Chair) p	Mr. Nick Haining	p
Ms. Anne Cullen	   p		Mr. David Royle	 p    
(P = present at meeting)
				 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), David Horne (Chair MCV), Rachel Foster (Dane Stream Dippers)
 & Paul Gayford (Meadow Gardeners)

Apologies received from: Cllrs Baker and Wylde, Adrian Palmer (MCV).

Cllr Pepper, Sub-Committee Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

1. THE DANE STREAM: 
A) Cllr Pepper reported that over the last month there had been significant publicity on social media regarding the levels of pollution identified in the Dane Stream.

David Horne reported that the source of the problem had been identified at a pumping station/holding tank belonging to Southern Water located on land at Shorefield Country Park. The pumps had been turned off to enable maintenance to begin and that tankers were removing the waste in the tanks. 

Cllr Haining asked if testing had taken place since the issue at Shorefield’s had been identified. Rachel Foster confirmed that a test had been undertaken and the levels of pollution were lower.

Cllr Cullen reported that the Environment Agency (EA) did not routinely test rivers as they are not deemed as bathing water. The Parish Council, she suggested, had acted quickly in advising the public of the potential danger by erecting signs over the Easter break. Subsequent and updated signs had been placed along the river more recently, but many of these signs had been removed.
Cllr Cullen reported that at least Southern Water, NFDC’s Environmental Health Dept. and the EA were now communicating with each other. 
It was agreed to invite Joe Holmes from the EA to future meetings.

B) Cllr Pepper suggested that the Parish Council should be informed as soon as an issue was identified and if possible, some guidance is given to what action it could take.
Rachel Foster suggested that any findings by the testing group could be reported to the Parish Council with a clear understanding of the results.

C) Cllr Pepper reported that there were a number of fallen trees that are blocking parts of the Dane Stream and there were many areas where the Dane Stream was not visible due to the growth along the banks.
David Horne suggested that any blockages close to bridges or narrow points should be removed.
It was agreed for the Clerk and MCV to undertake a survey of the stream and identify areas that could be cleared.

D) It was agreed to undertake a survey of any revetment work required along the Dane Stream and in the winter review the footpaths to see if there are any areas that require further work. 

2. COMMUNITY MEADOW AND ORCHARD:
A) Cllr Pepper reported that various tasks had been completed since the acquisition of the northern part of the Meadow by the Parish Council, she thanked the MCV for completing much of this work.
It was suggested that when the annual meadow cut is undertaken the arisings should be removed from the site and that Land Products will be informed as to when this should happen.

B) It was suggested that the stone bench next to the compost area be re-installed and that the access from the southern gate be widened to allow for better wheelchair and buggy access. The MCV agreed to add this to their next meadow task day.

C) Due to the exceptionally dry summer in 2025, a number of fruit trees in the Tony Locke Orchard had not survived. It was agreed to replace all these dead trees in the winter 2026/7.
An Oak Tree to commemorate Cllr Alan Rice would also be planted in the winter.

3. REPORT ON PLAY PARKS
A) The Clerk reported that inspections by RoSPA were now going to take place three times per year and that general inspections by the Clerk would take place monthly in between these times.

B) The Clerk reported that the Track Rider at the Sea Front Play Park needed repairing and that a cost had been sent by Kompan. He suggested this would be raised at the next Parish Council meeting for approval.
Cllr Pepper reported that the gate at Barnes Lane Recreation Ground and one of the gates at Carrington Lane Play Park had been damaged and needed replacing. The Clerk agreed to obtain a cost to replace these gates.

4. ALLOTMENTS:
A) The Clerk reported that there were currently 14 people on the waiting list for an Allotment and that the waiting time was approximately 3 years.

B) Cllr Pepper suggested Councillors consider if there are any other parcels of land that might accommodate allotment plots and report this back. 

5. BARNES LANE RECREATION GROUND:
A) The cost for replacing the barrier gate was being obtained.

B) The Clerk reported that he had asked Land Products to strim around the artificial cricket wicket and to mow the area that was previously the cricket square. 

6. COASTAL PROJECTS:
Prior to the meeting Cllr Cullen had circulated a report on the coastal projects. This included the next phase of repairs to the sea wall opposite the Lighthouse that were due to take place in May/June and that an extra-large crane was going to be used to undertake the work.
Further rock revetment was likely to start in September in front of the White House.
BCP Council had adopted the Christchurch Bay project and a consultant had been appointed to assess the scale and risks of the next stage of this project.

7. A.O.B. Cllr Pepper suggested looking at possible projects for Scholars Retreat Field at a future meeting. 

      14.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	
	The next meeting date is scheduled for 13th October 2026.
             The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 3pm.

……………………………. Chair 
 
              …… .………………… …...Date
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