MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 18th OF MAY 2026.

Minutes of the 446th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 20th of April 2026. 
In All Saints Church Hall 

MEMBERS (P = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop			Mrs. Susan Pepper 	P	Mrs. Lynn Wylde	P		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins		Mr. Gary Fox		P	Ms. Anne Cullen	P
Mrs. Patricia Banks	P	Mr. Richard Baker	P	Mr. Bernard Bennett	P 
Ms. Helen Rutherford	P	Mr. David Royle	P	Mr. Nicholas Haining	P		
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter, District Cllr Ward
Roz Water (Lymington Times) and one member of the public.

Parish Chair, Cllr Bernard Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Banks declared a potential interest under item 8.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr Hopkins and District Cllrs Reid and Hawkins.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. Paul Noble.
Mr. Noble introduced himself as a long-standing resident of Milford at Lawn Road. He suggested that once the new convenience store along Keyhaven Road was completed that there would be cars parking in Lawn Road and in front of what was the White Horse Pub.
He requested that the Parish Council apply for double yellow lines to be installed in these locations.

Cllr Bennett suggested this was a matter for Hampshire Highways via County Cllr Carpenter.
Cllr Pepper suggested obtaining the support of all residents in Lawn Road and the surrounding area.
The Clerk agreed to obtain the cost of placing yellow lines and the Parish Council could consider this once the information was received.

Mr. Noble thanked the Parish Council and left the meeting.
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16th MARCH 2026:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Haining seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th March 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
  






5. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR MARCH 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Cullen proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Rutherford seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
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It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for March 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

b) INCOME REPORT FOR MARCH 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period. 
Cllr Cullen proposed the income report be approved; Cllr Rutherford seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.

It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for March 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT:
The bank statements for March 2026 were circulated to all members.

6. PLAY PARK INSPECTIONS BY RoSPA (SAFETY PLAY): 
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated options for play park inspections to be undertaken by RoSPA more frequently than once a year. He suggested that visual inspections should continue every month in between the RoSPA inspections.
Cllr Pepper proposed RoSPA inspections three times a year. Cllr Royle seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that RoSPA (Play Safety) undertake inspections every four months and that additional inspections are carried out by the Parish Clerk, who has undertaken training on play equipment inspections.   

7. TERM AND CONDITIONS FOR PLACING BENCHES ON THE VILLAGE GREEN:
Prior to the meeting Cllr Rutherford had circulated proposals and terms & conditions for placing benches on the Village Green. These proposals were the recommendation of a working party that had met two weeks prior. 
The proposals included a maximum of ten benches on the green during a given season, a maximum of three benches per outlet, a charge of £100 per bench per season and exclusive rights during opening hours. 
Cllr Royle suggested a waiting list for any new applicants.
Cllr Rutherford reported that this had been considered and a waiting list would be produced if all spaces had been allocated by the 1st of April each year.

Cllr Rutherford agreed to draft a contract between the Parish Council and outlets the following day.
Cllr Pepper proposed adopting the policy, Cllr Royle seconded the proposal.
Members voted seven (7) in favour and three (3) abstentions.

It was RESOLVED that the Terms and Conditions and Village Green Bench Policy for placing benches on the Village Green by privately owned businesses was adopted.  

8. ITEMS OUTSTANDING ON THE TASK LIST:
Prior to the meeting the Chair had circulated a copy of the outstanding items on the Task List.  
These included:

The website alterations had been undertaken and Councillors had arranged for photographs to be taken.
Consideration of additional allotments will be discussed at the next Amenities Committee.
Benches on the Village Green Policy and Play Park Inspection frequency had been agreed.
An Emergency Response Plan will be formulated in the coming months.
The Design Code was being undertaken by Cllr Banks and an update would be circulated. 
Councillor Surgeries are still to be conducted.



9. REPORTED POLLUTION OF THE DANE STREAM:
Cllr Pepper reported that she and Cllr Haining along with Mr. David Horne (MCV Chair and Ex Environment Agency employee) had met with the Water Watch Group to try and understand their process of testing and publishing results. The meeting was very congenial and further testing took place.
The test results showed a decrease in recorded pollution from those taken at Easter. 
Cllr Haining suggested that it was a valuable undertaking that the water watch group were regularly testing in the Dane Stream, not only where it runs through Parish Council land but also along its entire length.

Cllr Bennett suggested refraining from putting up signs until information from the EA was received confirming a potential danger.

Cllr Cullen suggested inviting the Environment Agency to the next Amenities Committee to gain some knowledge of their role and responsibilities.



10. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS
Cllr Cullen reported that she had attended the coastal briefing by NFDC held on the 24th of March and would circulate a report of the meeting to all Councillors.

Cllr Banks reported that she had attended the recent Keyhaven Forum as a resident and reported that consideration was being given to the purchase of Keyhaven Harbour when NFDC relinquish this asset.

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council previously had three Keyhaven Councillors and one would usually report back to the Full Parish Council on the Keyhaven Forum Meeting. 

Cllr Bennett suggested that the Parish Council should be advised on matters raised at the Keyhaven Forum. 

11. PREPARATIONS FOR THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING AND AGM:
Cllr Bennet reported that the annual public meeting would be taking place on Wednesday 20th May at 7.30pm in All Saints Church Hall and that all Councillors were expected to attend.

The Clerk reported that the date had been included in the next edition of the Village Voice and that posters advertising the event would be placed in the normal locations two weeks prior to the 20th. 

The Clerk reported that it was at the AGM on the 18th May that the Parish Council set out its structure for the year. This included electing a Chairs and Vice-Chair’s for the main three committees (Full Council, Planning and Finance). He reported that he would be sending out requests for councillors to consider which other sub-committees they would like to be represented on prior to the 18th. 

12. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that she had been liaising with the EA, Southern Water and NFDC’s Environmental Health regarding the potential pollution of the Dane Stream. She reported that these organisations were now in discussion with each other and needed to “get a grip” of the situation. 

Cllr Carpenter reported that there was frantic movement on trying to prevent the removal of a 100-metre hedge along New Lane that belonged to Regency Homes and that she had been in contact with Regency to at least postpone this removal.

District Cllr Ward reported that NFDC were considering if a legal challenge to the restructuring of the county and the split of the current forest boundary would be financially viable.

She reported that NFDC would be working on the next stage of the Local Plan Review and were also considering a legal challenge on the housing figures suggested by central government.  

     






13. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 2nd March 2026 for adoption.
Parish Councillors voted unanimously in adopting both sets of minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next Finance meeting is scheduled for Monday 8th June 2026. 

C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The date of the next meeting is to be confirmed. 

D. TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE:
The next amenities meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 10.30am. However, an earlier meeting may be called.

    20.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
         	None received. 

    21.    OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
           	No additional items for discussion. 
          
            The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 8.15pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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