MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 20th OF APRIL 2026.

Minutes of the 445th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 16th of March 2026. 
In All Saints Church Hall 

MEMBERS (P = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		P	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	P	Mrs. Lynn Wylde	P		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins	P	Mr. Gary Fox		P	Ms. Anne Cullen	P
Mrs. Patricia Banks	P	Mr. Richard Baker	P	Mr. Bernard Bennett	P 
Ms. Helen Rutherford	P	Mr. David Royle	P	Mr. Nicholas Haining	P		
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter, District Cllrs Hawkins and Reid
 And one member of the public.

Parish Chair, Cllr Bernard Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

2. APOLOGIES: None.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

4. CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS:
Cllr Bennett reported that interviews had taken place on the 12th of March with four candidates and that the interview panel were recommending the co-option of Richard Baker and Nicholas Haining.
Cllr Rutherford proposed to agree with the recommendation, Cllr Hopkins seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed. 

It was RESOLVED that Mr. Richard Baker and Mr. Nicholas Haining are co-opted onto Milford-on-Sea Parish Council with immediate effect.  

5. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR TO THE PARISH COUNCIL’S PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Cllr Bennett thanked Patricia Banks for taking on the role of the Chair of Planning for several years.
Cllr Hopkins proposed that Cllr Gary Fox be elected as Chair of Planning; Cllr Banks seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Gary Fox is elected as Chair of Milford-on-Sea’s Planning Committee. 

6. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR TO THE TOURISM, TRADERS AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE:
Cllr Hopkins proposed that Cllr Helen Rutherford be elected as Chair of the Tourism, Traders and Transport Committee; Cllr Cullen seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Helen Rutherford is elected as Chair of Milford-on-Sea’s Tourism, Traders and Transport Committee. 
7. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR TO THE WOODLAND AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE:
Cllr Royle proposed that Cllr Sue Pepper be elected as Chair to the Woodland and Amenities Committee; Cllr Bishop seconded the proposal.
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Sue Pepper is elected as Chair of Milford-on-Sea’s Woodland and Amenities Committee. 

8. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19th JANUARY 2026:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Bishop seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th January 2026 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
  
9. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR JANUARY 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Bishop proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Banks seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for January 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

b) INCOME REPORT FOR JANUARY 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period. 
Cllr Bishop proposed the income report be approved; Cllr Banks seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.

It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for January 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

c) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Bishop proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Banks seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.

It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for February 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

d) INCOME REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2026: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Income Report for the above 
Cllr Bishop proposed the income report be approved; Cllr Banks seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.

It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for February 2026 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

e) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT:
The bank statements for January & February 2026 were circulated to all members.

f) THE APPOINTMENT OF LIGHTATOUCH TO UNDERTAKE THE 2025/26 INTERNAL AUDIT:
Cllr Royle reported that the Parish Council were very pleased with the audit undertaken by Mr. Tim Light from Lightatouch in 2025 and that the Finance Committee were recommending that he be appointed to complete the Internal Audit for the financial year 2025/26. 
Cllr Royal Proposed appointing Lightatouch to undertake the audit; Cllr Pepper seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Mr. Tim Light from Lightatouch be appointed to undertake the internal audit for the financial year 2025/26.   

10. ADDITIONAL ITEM 3b(i) ADDED TO STANDING ORDERS: 
Cllr Bennett reported that Standing Orders had been updated to ensure clarity on the way the Parish Council can summon a meeting.
Cllr Cullen proposed the addition be approved, Cllr Royle seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that item 3b(i) is added to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders.  

11. PUBLICATION SCHEME POLICY:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated an updated Publication Scheme Policy.
Cllr Pepper proposed adopting the policy, Cllr Rutherford seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Publication Scheme Policy is adopted.  

12. RISK MANAGEMENT SCHEME:
Prior to the meeting the Parish Clerk had circulated the Risk Management Scheme.
Cllr Fox suggested further improvements could be made to the document and was willing to review this in the new financial year.
Cllr Pepper proposed adopting the scheme, Cllr Royle seconded the proposal subject to a further review later in 2026.

It was RESOLVED that the Risk Management Scheme is adopted.  

13. UPDATED ASSET REGISTER:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the Asset Register. He reported that there has been significant changes to the register as the Parish Council had sold all of its machinery and hand tools in 2025 when it agreed to no longer employ ground staff.
Cllr Royle proposed approving the Asset Register, Cllr Bishop seconded the proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the Asset Register was a true record of the Parish Council’s current assets and was signed by the Chair of the meeting.  

14. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS
Cllr Rutherford reported that she and Cllr Hopkins had attended a meeting with the organisers of the music festival. Cllr Rutherford reported that this year’s event was going to look very different with a family orientated feeling. The organisers of the event are approaching it in a very professional manor and had invited Parish Councillors to attend future meetings.

Cllr Cullen reported that she had attended a meeting to discuss the Lymington to Hurst Spit project. Work was still proceeding on agreements with the yachting community. Sections of the coastline were being considered and prioritised for coastal work. 
Cllr Cullen reported that lines of communication were good with NFDC’s Coastal Team on both the Lymington to Hurst Spit and Christchurch Bay Projects.

Cllr Banks reported that she had attended the Keyhaven Forum as a Keyhaven resident and that Tim Carnegie was going to give a talk on Keyhaven Harbour soon. Cllr Pepper agreed to inform the Council of the date this would take place. 

15. REQUESTS FOR THE USE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN:
The Clerk reported that Lymington Arts, The Gardening Club, W.I. and the British Legion had requested the use of the Village Green in the Summer. In addition, Hampshire Wildlife Trust had requested use of the green space between the Needles Eye Café and Car Park.
He reported that application forms, risk assessments and Public liability insurances had been received 
Cllr Cullen proposed permitting the use of the Village Green and open space to all the requesters, Cllr Wylde seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED to allow the use of the Village Green to all the applicants listed.  

	The Clerk reported that a verbal request had been received to allow benches on the Village Green by some of 
the businesses in the Village Centre.
The Parish Council agreed to review the position and produce a policy on allowing benches on the green before 
giving consent. 

16. SPEED REDUCTION IN THE VILLAGE:
Cllr Bennett reported that a resident was looking to have the traffic speed limit reduced in some areas and that a meeting had been held with County Cllr Carpenter to discuss this further. Cllr Carpenter had made it clear that the County would not be pursuing this matter. At previous Parish Council meetings the council had agreed to support residents progressing such a project. However, it would be unable to finance any speed reduction project.
Cllr Rutherford and the Clerk agreed to arrange a meeting with the resident to affirm the Parish Council’s position.  

17. PARKING THAT BLOCKS ACCESS TO STUDLAND MEADOW & COMMON: 
The Clerk reported that he had spoken to the gentleman that was persistently parking in front of the gates to Studland Common stressing that access is required at all times for contractors, staff and emergency vehicles. Although the gentleman had agreed not to park there again it was suggested some preventative measure be taken to stop anyone else parking in front of the gates.

Cllr Cullen proposed erecting a collapsable metal bollard. Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Cllr Royle suggested a limit of £500 towards this.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED to erect a collapsable bollard in front of the gates at Pless Road to Studland Meadow at a cost no higher than £500.  

18. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that she had also attended the Lymington to Hurst Spit meeting and there will be further public engagement events later in the year.
She reported that she had attended NFDC’s recent planning meeting and that the decision on Forest Farm had been paused. Also, from 25th March, due to County Elections there will be a purdah period.

District Cllr Hawkins reported that he had also attended NFDC’s planning Committee and it was unfortunate the agent for Forest Farm had been unable to attend.

District Cllr Reid reported that the government decision on how the district will be split within the new unitary authority is imminent. Also, there will be an update from NFDC’s scrutiny Panel on what the district council hopes to achieve between now and 1st April 2028.  

     














19. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 12th January 2026 and 2nd February 2026 for adoption.
Parish Councillors voted unanimously in adopting both sets of minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th February 2026. 

C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The date of the next meeting is to be confirmed. 

D. TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE:
The next amenities meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 10.30am. However, an earlier meeting may be called.

    20.	CORRESPONDENCE:  
         	The Clerk reported that Vita Play were no longer going to undertake play park inspections. It was agreed to
          	 review the position to ensure both inspections and repairs were undertaken by suitably qualified personnel.

    21.    OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
           	Cllr Bennett suggested that a response needs to be drafted on the new local plan and that this needs to be sent to
          	NFDC on or before the 20th of March. 
Cllr Banks stressed the importance of mentioning NFDC’s desire to maintain “green” corridors to 
identify separate towns and villages.
Cllr Royle suggested the Parish Council needs to be a consultee to represent the majority of residents.
Cllr Pepper suggested using some of the responses given by residents within the Parish Council’s submission.
Cllr Wylde suggested that residents would be disappointed if the Parish Council did not respond.
Cllr Fox suggested that all potential development sites highlighted in NFDC’s document need to be referred to.
Cllr Pepper suggested meeting later in the week to formalise a response.

It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Wylde draft a response considering suggestions made by Parish Councillors and from the responses received from concerned residents and that a meeting for all available Councillors is held on Thursday 19th to finalise the Parish Council’s response to the proposals by NFDC.
          
            The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 8.20pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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