MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 16th OF MARCH 2026.

Minutes of the 444th meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 19th of January 2026. 
In All Saints Church Hall 

MEMBERS (P = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		P	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	P	Mrs. Lynn Wylde	P		
Mrs. Christine Hopkins		Mr. Gary Fox		P	Ms. Anne Cullen	P
Mrs. Patricia Banks		Mr. Donald Darbishire		Mr. Bernard Bennett	P 
Ms. Helen Rutherford	P	Mr. David Royle	P			
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Carpenter
 and three members of the public.

Parish Chair, Cllr Bernard Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Banks and Hopkins. District Cllr’s Ward, Reid & Hawkins.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. Chris Sanders for item 5d. Mr. Neil Mclocklin for item 5e.
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8th DECEMBER 2025:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th December 2025 was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
  
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2025: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Bishop proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for December 2025 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

b)  INCOME REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2025:
 The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period.
 Cllr Bishop proposed the income report be approved; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644] Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for December 2025 was a true record of income and was signed by the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT:
The bank statements for December were circulated to all members.

d) GRANT REQUEST FROM MILFORD-ON-SEA HISTORICAL RECORD SCOCIETY:
Mr. Chris Sanders informed members that the money received would be used to produce a book detailing the history of Milford back to the 1600’s. He informed members that money currently held was earmarked for other projects and to keep a certain amount in reserve. Mr. Sanders reported that the balance of funds was being received from other sponsors.
Cllr Royle proposed awarding £500; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted seven (7) in favour and one (1) abstention.

It was RESOLVED that the £500 be awarded to Milford-on-Sea Historical Records Society, paid from the Community Support Fund. 

e) GRANT REQUEST FROM St BARBE MUSEUM and ART GALLERY:
Mr. Mclocklin informed members that the Museums mission is to have a big impact locally, especially with children. They hold many events throughout the forest and to enable this to continue further funds are required, specifically for mobile and interactive audio visual and virtual reality equipment. Mr. Mclocklin confirmed that request have been made to other towns and parishes and the size of the grant request was dependent on population size. 
Cllr Pepper proposed awarding £500; Cllr Rutherford seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the £500 be awarded to St Barbe Museum and Art Gallery, paid from the Community Support Fund. 

f) ITEMS PURCHASED OVER £500 IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the list of items purchased in the third quarter with a value of over £500.
Cllr Bennett proposed adopting the £500 list. Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the third financial quarter report of items purchased costing over £500 was a true record and was signed by the Chair. 

6. ITEMS ARISING OR OUTSTANDING FROM THE TASK LIST:
Cllr Pepper reported that Councillor Surgeries had been postponed until later in the year.
Two items were added to the list and progress will be reported to members at the next Parish Council meeting. 

7. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS: 
The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting with NFDC CEO, Kate Ryan, along with other local Parish Clerks. He reported that NFDC were still working on potential changes under Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). They were also in discussion with landowners to try and re-open the footpath at Barton.

NFDC were also at the early stages for producing a new Local Plan and drop-in events would start from February with the adoption of a new Local Plan towards the end of 2026.

NFDC were still working on producing lists of all their assets and would be looking at holding conversations with Towns and Parishes this year on potential asset transfers.

8. MATERS ARISING FROM RECENT MEETINGS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION (LGR):
The Chair suggested this had been covered under item 7.

9. THE ALLOTMENT PROVISION IN THE PARISH:
The Clerk reported that currently there were 18 allotment plots situated behind the school which were being maintained well. He also reported that there are currently a further 18 on a waiting list which could take between 3 and 5 years before a plot behind the school becomes available.
It was suggested to form a working group to look at possible sites in the village that could accommodate further allotment plots.

10. THE CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR:
The Clerk reported that the current vacancy should be filled at the earliest possibility as, due to the Christmas break, it had been over a month since the vacancy had arisen.
Cllr Cullen suggested that due to the amount of projects in 2026 co-option should be soon and possibly person specific.
The Clerk to advertise the position soon.

11. AN UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE SETTLEMENT CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS AND DESIGN CODE:
Cllr Pepper reported that she, Cllr Banks and Planning Clerk Niamh Morrison, had met with a representative of NFDC before Christmas who had outlined how the different sections of the village should be laid out in the design code. Much of the work had now been achieved.
Cllr Pepper reported that the completed document would be used in conjunction with the new local plan and could be referred to by Planning Officers and Councillors when new applications are received.

12. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that Hampshire Highways had not approved a speed watch along Barnes Lane for safety reasons. Also, that parking restrictions had been agreed at the triangle of Pless and Whitby Road junction.
County Cllr Carpenter also reported there was no further update on county LGR, although there was no request to postpone county elections in May. 

The were no District Councillors available for the meeting and no reports were received.

      13.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 7th December 2025 for adoption.
The minutes of the meeting had yet to be agreed and would be available to adopt at the March Parish Meeting.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th February 2026 at 10.30am. 

C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 9th March 2026 at 10.30am. 

D. TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE:
The next amenities meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 10.30am.

E. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION SUB-COMMITTEE:
A meeting to discuss LGR and potential asset transfer will be held on 28th January 2026 at 14.30pm. 
       
   
     14. CORRESPONDENCE:  
           None received.

     15. OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
           There were no other items to discuss.
          

            The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 7.45pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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