MILFORD-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL
The Old Clock House ~ 22 High Street ~ Milford-on-Sea ~ Hampshire ~ SO41 OQD
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THESE MINUTES WILL BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 19th OF JANUARY 2026.

Minutes of the 443rd meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 8th of December 2025. 
In All Saints Church Hall 

MEMBERS (P = present)
Mr. Bob Bishop		P	Mrs. Susan Pepper 	P	Mrs. Lynn Wylde			
Mrs. Christine Hopkins		Mr. Gary Fox			Ms. Anne Cullen	P
Mrs. Patricia Banks	P	Mr. Donald Darbishire	P	Mr. Bernard Bennett	P 
Ms. Helen Rutherford		Mr. David Royle	P			
			
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Graham Wells (Parish Clerk), Niamh Morrison (Assistant Clerk) County Cllr Carpenter
 District Cllr’s Hawkins & Ward and three members of the public.

Parish Chair, Cllr Bernard Bennett welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None.

2. APOLOGIES: Cllr’s Rutherford, Fox, Wylde and Hopkins.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. Phil Butler for item 5d. Mr. Peter Hopkins for 5f. Mrs. Crowley for 5e
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17th NOVEMBER 2025:
Cllr Royle proposed the minutes be adopted; Cllr Darbishire seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th November was a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
  
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2025: 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated copies of the Expenditure Report for the above period and highlighted some stand-alone expenditure items.
Cllr Royle proposed the expenditure report be approved; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour that the Expenditure Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk89774913]
It was RESOLVED that the Expenditure Report for November 2025 was a true record of expenditure and was signed by the Chair.

b)  INCOME REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2025:
 The Clerk had, prior to the meeting, circulated copies of the Income Report for the above period.
 Cllr Royle proposed the income report be approved; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120015644] Members voted unanimously in favour that the Income Report is accepted.
[bookmark: _Hlk169776779][bookmark: _Hlk180576821]
[bookmark: _Hlk151465903]It was RESOLVED that the Income Report for November 2025 was a true record of income and was signed by the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk69818362]
c) RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT:
The bank statements for November were circulated to all members.

d) GRANT REQUEST FROM MILFORD & KEYHAVEN SEA SCOUTS:
Mr. Phil Butler informed members that the money received would be used to insulate and soundproof the Scout Hut at Keyhaven. Cllr Pepper reported that the facility is also widely used by other groups in the community.
Cllr Bishop proposed awarding £1,500; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the £1,500 be awarded to Milford & Keyhaven Sea Scouts, paid from the Community Support Fund. 

e) GRANT REQUEST FROM MILFORD VILLAGE SHOW:
Mrs. Crowley informed members that the Village Show had been running for over a hundred years and was only halted due to Covid. Next year’s show will be widened to allow for additional exhibits and they hope to raise funds towards the charity SCARF.
Cllr Royle proposed awarding £500; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the £500 be awarded to Milford Village Show, paid from the Community Support Fund. 

f) GRANT REQUEST FROM MEET MILFORD:
Mr. Peter. Hopkins informed members that the Meet Milford event was to promote clubs and societies within the village and therefore attract additional members and volunteers. Cllr Banks suggested he also approach the League of Friends who currently hold funds that could go towards the health and wellbeing of villagers.  
Cllr Bishop proposed awarding £300; Cllr Royle seconded this proposal.
Members voted six (6) in favour and one 1 abstention.

It was RESOLVED that the £300 be awarded to Meet Milford, paid from the Community Support Fund. 

       f)	THE PRECEPT LEVEL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2026-2027
	The Clerk reported that day-to-day expenditure was not expected to increase significantly for the financial year 
2026-2027. However, the Parish Council were advised to increase the amount held in reserve to between three 
and twelve months of normal monthly expenditure as detailed in the Practitioners Guide for 2025/6.
Cllr Royle reported that the Finance Committee had agreed to recommend to the Full Parish Council a precept 
to include the recommendation of three months’ expenditure held in reserve. 
Cllr Banks proposed the precept level be set at £298,634; Cllr Pepper seconded this proposal
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the 2026/27 precept is set at £298,634. 

6. REQUEST FOR THE USE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN FOR A MUSIC FESTIVAL:
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the request form from the Music Festival Organisers.
Cllr Pepper suggested that when a group request the hire or use of the Village Green, the organisers need to comply with more stringent requirements. She suggested that ideas put forward by Cllr Fox be implemented, these included a risk assessment, only a qualified electrician would be issued with a key to the electric meter and the clearance of waste is sorted and recycled as per current legislation.
It was suggested that all this paperwork should be received into the parish office 2-3 months before the event.
Provisional agreement was given to hold the festival subject to the above documentation being received.

7. ITEMS ARISING OR OUTSTANDING FROM THE TASK LIST:
Cllr Bennett reported that Officers are not required to be in attendance for Councillor Surgeries.
Cllr Pepper proposed starting Councillor surgeries in the new year; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Surgeries start in 2026. 




8. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED EXTERNAL MEETINGS: 
Cllr Darbishire reported he had attended the Transport Forum in Brockenhurst discussing sustainable transport. The minutes of this meeting will be circulated when received.

Cllr Royle reported he had attended the briefing on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) from New Forest District Council (NFDC). NFDC are currently undertaking a consultation and would welcome responses from either the Council, individual Councillors or the general public. 

Cllr Banks reported that she had attended the LGR briefing by Hampshire County Council (HCC) and confirmed that mayoral elections would not be taking place in May 2026.

The Clerk reported that he and Cllr Wylde had attended NFDC’s coastal briefing that provided an update on all the coastal work and two coastal projects. He gave a brief summary of these projects. 

9. THE FREQUENCY AND PERSONEL TO UNDERTAKE PLAY PARK INSPECTIONS:
Cllr Royle reported that the Finance Committee had recently discussed this item and were recommending that Vita Play undertake three inspections each year and RoSPA continue with the annual inspection. For the months outside this it was recommended that the Clerk undertake visual inspections and arrange for any damage to be repaired.
Cllr Pepper proposed the above start in January 2026; Cllr Cullen seconded this proposal.
Members voted unanimously in favour.

It was RESOLVED that from January 2026 Vita Play undertake inspections in February, August and November, RoSPA undertake the inspection in May and the Clerk conduct inspections in the intervening months. 

10. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
County Cllr Carpenter reported that the car parking in Keyhaven had been implemented and would start with limited enforcement. She also reported that HCC and NFDC were due to review all the car parks in the new year. Cllr Darbishire suggested that campervan parking should be considered when undertaking the review.

Cllr Carpenter reported that HCC were drawing on its reserves to meet the budget deficit. Also, the election of a mayor to oversee the unitary authorities has been deferred by two years and an interim board might be convened during this time.

District Cllr Ward reported that NFDC’s cabinet would be reviewing the CIL projects early in 2026. 

District Cllr Hawkins NFDC were currently planning for LGR and suggested that Parish and Town Council start reviewing local services. 

      10.	COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
A.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
To receive the planning minutes from 17th November 2025 for adoption.
Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting these minutes.

B.  FINANCE & FORWARD PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE:
Ptior to the meeting 
 The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th February 2026 at 10.30am. 

C.  AMENITIES, WOODLAND, COASTAL & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:
The next amenities is scheduled for Monday 9th March 2026 at 10.30am. 

D. TOURISM, TRADERS & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE:
The next amenities meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at 10.30am.

E. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION SUB-COMMITTEE:
A meeting to discuss LGR will be held in January 2026 at a date to be arranged. 
       
   


     11.   CORRESPONDENCE:  
            None

     12. OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT:
           The Chair expressed his thanks to Ian Bliss for all he had undertaken over the last two years as a Councillor and
           wished him well for the future. 
          

            The Chair thanked everyone for attending and CLOSED the meeting at 8.15pm.


……………………………. Chair          …….………………… …...Date
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